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what would we not give to catch a glimpse of
such an elementary schoolbook of a hundred years
hence.

But that is not at any rate the experience of all the
world, nor does it appear likely ever to be within the
reach of all the world. There is another aspect of life
more familiar than this, an aspect which has presented
itself to the vast majority of mankind, the awful view
of it which is made tragic by pain and sorrow and
moral evil; which, in the way in which religion looks
at it, if it is sterner, is also higher and nobler, and is
brightened by hope and purposes of love; a view
which puts more upon men and requires more from
them, but holds before them a destiny better than
the perfection here of physical science. To minds
which realise all this, it is more inconceivable than
any amount of miracle that such a religion as Chris-
tianity should have emerged naturally out of the
conditions of the first century. They refuse to settle
such a question by the short and easy method on
which M. Renan relies; they will not consent to put
it on questions about the two Isaiahs, or about
alleged discrepancies between the Evangelists j they
will not think the claims of religion disposed of by
M. Renari's canon, over and over again contradicted,
that whether there can be or not, there is no evidence
of the supernatural in the world. To those who
measure and feel the true gravity of the issues, it is
almost unintelligible to find a man who has been face
to- face with Christianity all his life treating the de-